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By  Apostle  James  E.  Talmadge. 

As  of  old,  so  in  this  day,  the  tithe  is 
the  Lord's  and  therefore  is  holy.  Tithing 
funds  or  properties  of  any  kind  paid  as 
tithes  are  not  to  be  administered  by  un- 
appointed  hands.  The  priests  of  ancient 
Israel  were  charged  with  this  sacred  duty; 
and  in  the  present  dispensation  the  same 
order  prevails.  Responsibility  for  the 
handling  of  the  tithes  is  placed  upon  the 
bishops  to-day,  and 
they,  thus  officiating, 
act  in  their  capacity  as 
presiding  officers  over 
the  Aaronic  Priest- 
hood. Again,  as  of  old, 
so  now,  the  tithes  are 
to  be  paid  at  the  places 
appointed  and  to  the 
duly  ordained  and 
commissioned  receiv- 
ers. To-day  the  Bishop 
of  the  Church,  who  is 
known  as  the  Presid- 
ing Bishop,  is  assisted 
by  many  ward  bishops, 
and  to  these  as  repre- 
sentatives of  and  as- 
sistants to  the  Presid- 
ing Bishop,  the  tithing 
is  to  be  paid  and  is  to 
be  by  them  forwarded 
to  the  office  of  the 
Presiding  Bishop.  The 
order  of  the  Church 
as  at  present  consti- 
tuted, provides  that  the  several  bishops 
may  convert  into  cash  the  produce  paid 
as  tithing  in  kind,  and  deliver  the  pro- 
ceeds to  the   Presiding  Bishop. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  during 
recent  years,  particularly  during  the  two 
decades  last  past,  attempts  have  been  made 
by  many  sects  and  denominations  to  revive 
the  ancient  practice  of  the  tithe.  Churches 
are  organising  from  among  their  members 
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societies  or  clubs  of  "  tithers,"  who  volun- 
tarily pledge  themselves  to  pay  to  their 
respective  churches  a  tenth  of  their 
individual  incomes.  Among  some  of  these 
societies  the  tithers  are  permitted  to  indi- 
cate the  purpose  to  which  their 
contributions  shall  be  applied.  The  great 
difficulty  which  our  sectarian  friends  find 
in  re-establishing  the  practice  of  the  tithe 
amongst  their  numerous  sects  is — and  they 
realise  it  in  part — that 
they  have  no  priests 
nor  Levites  amongst 
them  authorised  to  re- 
ceive the  tithe  and 
administer  it  strictly 
in  accordance  with 
divine  command.  The 
authority  of  the  Holy 
Priesthood  is  essential 
to  the  regulation  of 
the  tithing  system  of 
the  Lord.  Tithing  is 
the  Lord's  revenue  sys- 
tem, and  He  requires  it 
of  the  people,  not  be- 
cause He  is  lacking  in 
gold  or  silver,  but 
because  they  need  to 
pay  it. 

Tithe-paying  must 
be  a  voluntary,  free- 
will sacrifice,  not  to  be 
exacted  by  secular 
power,  nor  enforced  by 
infliction  of  fine  or 
other  material  penalties.  While  in  one 
sense  the  obligation  is  self -assumed,  it  is 
nevertheless  one  to  be  observed  with  full 
purpose  of  heart  by  the  earner  who  claims 
standing  in  the  Church  and  who  professes 
to  abide  by  the  revealed  word  given  for 
the  spiritual  development  of  its  members. 
It  is  essential  that  men  learn  to  give. 
Without  provision  for  this  training  the 
curriculum    in    the    school     of    mortality 
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would  be  seriously  defective.  Human 
wisdom  has  failed  to  devise  a  more  equit- 
able means  of  individual  contribution  for 
community  needs  than  the  simple  plan 
of  the  tithe.  Every  one  is  to  give  in  the 
amount  proportionate  to  his  income,  and 
to  so  give  regularly  and  systematically. 
The  spirit  of  giving  makes  the  tithe  holy ; 
and  it  is  by  means  thus  sanctified  that 
the  material  activities  of  the  Church  are 
carried  on.  Blessings,  specific  and  choice, 
are  placed  within  the  reach  of  all.  In 
the  Lord's  work,  the  widow's  penny  is  as 
acceptable  as  the  gold  piece  of  the 
millionaire. 

The  Latter-day  Saints  believe  that  the 
tithing  system  has  been  divinely  appointed 
for  their  observance;  and  they  esteem 
themselves  blessed  with  thus  being  per- 
mitted to  have  part  in  the  furtherance  of 
God's  purposes.  Under  this  system  the 
people  have  prospered  severally  and  as  an 
organised  body.  It  is  the  simple  and 
effective  revenue  law  of  the  Church;  and 
its  operation  has  been  a  success  from  the 
time  of  its  establishment.  Amongst  us  it 
obviates  the  necessity  of  taking  up  collec- 
tions in  religious  assemblies,  and  makes 
possible  the  promulgation  of  the  Church's 
message  through  the  printed  and  spoken 
word,  the  building  and  maintenance  of 
Temples  for  the  benefit  of  both  the  living 
and  the  dead,  and  phases  of  service  to 
mankind  too  numerous  to  mention. 

There  is  an  important  distinction 
between  tithes  and  other  offerings.  While 
the  observance  of  the  tithing  law  must  be 
willing  and  voluntary,  tithe-paying  is 
nevertheless  required,  demanded  in  fact, 
by  the  Lord  of  those  who,  by  their  own 
free  will,  have  become  His  covenant 
children  by  baptism. 

A  great  and  all  too  common  mistake  is 
that  we  consider  the  paying  of  tithes  as 
the  giving  of  a  gift  unto  the  Lord.  This 
does  not  express  the  whole  truth.  Provi- 
sion is  made  for  free-will  offerings  as  any 
man  may  choose  to  make;  and  if  he  offers 
with  pure  purpose  of  heart  and  is  himself 
an  approved  giver,  his  gift  shall  be 
accepted  and  be  counted  unto  him  for 
righteousness;  but  such  is  not  the  tithe: 


the  tithe  is  rather  a  debt  than  a  gift. 

As  the  matter  presents  itself  to  my 
mind,  it  is  as  though  there  had  been  a 
contract  made  between  myself   and  the 
Lord,  and  that  in  effect  He  had  said  to 
me — You  have  need  of  many  things  in 
this  world — food,  clothing,  and  shelter  for 
your  family  and  yourself,  the   common 
comforts  of  life,  and  the  things  that  shall 
be  conducive  to  refinement,  to  develop- 
ment, to  righteous  enjoyment.    You  desire 
material  possessions  to  use  for  the  assist- 
ance of  others,  and  thereby  gain  greater 
blessings  for  yourself  and  yours.     Now, 
you   shall   have  the  means  of   acquiring 
these  things ;  but  remember  they  are  mine, 
and  I  require  of  you  the  payment  of  a 
rental  upon  that  which  I  give  into  your 
hands.     However,  your  life  will  not  be 
one    of    uniform    increase    in    substance 
and    possessions;    you    will    have    your 
losses   as  well   as   your  gains;   you  will 
have    your    periods    of    trouble    as    well 
as  your  times  of  peace.     Some  years  will 
be  years  of  plenty  unto  you,  and  others 
will    be    years    of    scarcity.      And    now, 
instead  of  doing  as  mortal  landlords  do- 
require  you  to  contract  with  them  to  pay 
in    advance,    whatever   your   fortunes   or 
your  prospects  may  be — you  shall  pay  me 
not  in  advance,  but  when  you  have  re- 
ceived ;  and  you  shall  pay  me  in  accord- 
ance with  what  you  receive.     If  it  so  be 
that  in  one  year  your  income  is  abundant, 
then  you  can  afford  to  pay  me  a  little 
more ;  and  if  it  be  so  that  the  next  year 
is  one  of  distress  and  your  income  is  not 
what  it  was,  then  you  shall  pay  me  less ; 
and  should  it  be  that  you  are  reduced  to 
the    utmost    penury    so    that    you    have 
nothing    coming    in    you    will    pay    me 
nothing. 

Have  you  ever  found  a  landlord  of  earth 
who  was  willing  to  make  that  kind  of  a 
contract  with  you  ?  When  I  consider  the 
liberality  of  it  all,  and  the  consideration 
that  my  Lord  has  had  for  me,  I  feel  in  my 
heart  that  I  could  scarcely  raise  my 
countenance  to  His  heaven  above  if  I  tried 
to  defraud  Him  out  of  that  just  rental. 
Consider  further  how  therein  and  there- 
by He  has  provided  that  even  the  humblest 


CUMOEAH'R  SOUTHEKN  CROSS 


may  receive  abundantly  of  the  blessings 
of  His  house.  The  wealth  of  heaven  is 
not  reserved  for  the  rich  people  of  earth; 
even  the  poorest  may  be  a  stockholder  in 
the  great  corporation  of  our  God,  organ- 
ised for  the  carrying  on  of  His  purposes, 
in  spreading  the  Gospel,  in  the  building 
of  Temples  and  other  houses  of  worship 
to  His  name,  and  in  doing  good  to  all 
mankind.     *     *     * 

After  all,  the  prime  or  great  purpose 
behind  the  establishment  of  the  law  of 
the  tithe  is  the  development  of  the  soul 
of  the  tithe-payer,  rather  than  the  pro- 
viding of  revenue.  The  latter  is  an 
all-important  purpose,  for  so  far  as  money 
is  needed  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  work 
of  the  Church  the  'Lord  requires  money 
that  is  sanctified  by  the  faith  of  the  giver ; 
but  blessings  beyond  estimate,  as  gauged 
by  the  coin  of  the  realm,  are  assured  unto 
him  who  strictly  conforms  to  the  law  of 
the  tithe  because  the  Lord  hath  so  com- 
manded. 


MEMBERS   AS    MISSIONARIES. 


Bv  Apostle  John   A.  Widtsoe. 


The  Gospel  is  for  the  whole  human 
family.  All  must  hear  it,  here  or  here- 
after, through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  Every  member 
of  the  Church  shares  in  this  obligation. 

Fortunately,  the  missionary  spirit  seizes 
upon  every  true  Latter-day  Saint  as  he 
emerges  from  the  waters  of  baptism.  At 
once  he  becomes  filled  with  a  desire  to 
share  the  warm  joy  of  the  new-found  truth 
with  his  neighbour.  The  more  faithfully 
he  observes  divine  law,  the  stronger  this 
impulse  becomes.  Whoever  guides  another, 
by  truthful  teachings  and  good  example, 
into  acceptance  of  the  Gospel,  wins  keen 
happiness  for  himself. 

How  may  members  of  the .  Church, 
always  eager  to  assist  in  the  upbuilding 
of  the  latter-day  kingdom  of  the  Lord, 
give  expression  to  this  strong  desire  for 


missionary  service?     That  is  a  common 
question. 

First  and  foremost,  members  may  teach 
the  truth  effectively  by  strict  adherence 
to  the  teachings  of  the  Gospel.  Latter- 
day  Saints  who,  in  obedience  to  divine 
commandments,  seek  to  keep  their  bodies 
pure  and  clean,  reach  out  for  mental 
improvement,  and  resolutely  demand 
spiritual  growth,  become  indeed  marked 
individuals.  They  are  observed.  By  their 
actions  they  preach  unconsciously  sermons 
of  righteousness.  Thousands  have  come 
into  the  Church  from  such  preaching. 
"  Why  don't  you  use  tobacco  ?  said  the 
stranger.  "  Because  tobacco  is  injurious 
to  the  body,  and  I  must  not  hurt  the 
body,  which  is  the  home  of  an  eternal 
spirit,"  answered  the  member.  No  more 
was  said;  but  thoughts  were  awakened, 
and  in  time  the  questioner,  having  dis- 
covered truth,  requested  baptism. 

Members  may  also  advance  the  latter- 
day  cause  by  whole-hearted  support  of  the 
regular  missionaries.  These  men,  clean 
and  zealous,  are  usually  young  and  in- 
experienced. They  have  to  meet  much 
opposition  and  many  temptations.  Mis- 
sionaries are  under  strict  regulations  in 
the  mission  field.  They  must  be  indus- 
trious the  day  long,  in  study,  tracting  and 
other  duties ;  they  must  refrain  from  many 
innocent  amusements,  such  as  dancing; 
they  must  keep  women  at  arm's  length, 
that  is,  they  must  not  call  women  by  theiT 
first  names,  or  be  alone  with  them,  or 
touch  them  except  to  shake  hands  with 
them ;  they  must  economise  their  precious 
time,  and  be  prompt  and  often  brief  in 
their  visits  and  calls;  they  must  rotate 
their  visits  among  members  and  have  no 
favourites;  and  they  must  care  for  their 
health  by  undeviating  adherence  to  the 
Word  of  Wisdom,  the  use  of  plain  foods, 
and  early  retiring  hours.  Such  a  pro- 
gramme, requiring  much  self-control,  is 
not  always  easy  to  carry  out.  The 
friendly  word  from  a  member,  encourag- 
ing the  missionary  to  observe  all  mission 
requirements,  will  cheer  his  life  and  give 
him  strength.  No  member  will  tempt  a 
missionary    to    break    any    mission    rule. 
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Such    co-operation    helps    to    preach   the  time    for    a    period    of    full    missionary 

Gospel,  for  convincing  power  accompanies  service. 

the  elder  who  obeys  mission  regulations  There  are  few  joys  comparable  to  that 

willingly  and  to  the  letter.  of  teaching  the  plan  of  salvation. 

Direct,   efficient  missionary  work  may  And  if  it  so  be  that  you  should  labour 

also  be  done  by  members.     Tracting  is  a  all  your  days  in  crying  repentance  unto 

kind  of  service  that  all,  whether  young  this  people,  and  bring,  save  it  be  one  soul 

or  old,  may  do.       A  few  hours  a  week  unto  me,  how  great  shall  be  your' joy  with 

devoted   to   tracting  if   those   who   seem  him  in  the  kingdom  of  my  Father! 

interested  are  followed  up  may  lead  to  The  Gospel  gives  us  much;  but  to  enjoy 

valued  friendships  and  often  to  convor-  it  completely  it  requires  that  we  give,  also, 

sions.        Every   Branch   should  have   an  Fullness  of  Gospel  joy  comes  only  as  all 

active  Tracting  Society.     Local  members  our  thoughts  and  actions  are  directed  by 

of  the  Church  are  effective  missionaries.  the  conception  that  the  plan  of  salvation 

Tracting  does  not  always  need  to  be  done  is  intended  for  all.     Our  debt  tc  ihe  Lord, 

from  door  to  door.        Public  gathering  for  His  gift  of  truth,  can  best  be  paid, 

places,  streets,  markets  and  shops,  parks  after  obedience  to   Gospel   requirements, 

and    public    institutions    offer    excellent  by  bearing  witness  to  others  of  the  truth, 

opportunities  for  proselyting.  beauty  and  joy  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 

A  high  type  of  missionary  work,  done  Christ. — W. 

best  by  members,  is  to  invite,  wisely,  yet  <& , . 

courageously,   friends   and   acquaintances 

to  attend  our  Sunday  or  week-day  meet-  ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::' 

ings.     "Every  member  bring  a  friend"  :•'                   rniTnoiAi 

is  a  good  clarion  call.  .Those  who  attend  •;                    EDITORIAL. 

our  services  can  only  be  uplifted  by  the  .".:::::::::::;:: : : : : : ; : : : ; : ::::::::::::::::; 

singing  and  speaking.     We  can  proudly 

invite  all  to  our  regular  spiritual  feasts  INDESTRUCTIBLE  INDE- 

in  our  clean  though  perhaps  humble  halls.  PENDENCY. 

It  might  be  well,  also,  for  members  in  

the  missions  to  think  more  seriously  about  During  the  year  1929  there  has  been 

a  period  of  regular,  full-time  missionary  more  tithing  paid,  by  more  tithe  payers 

work.       The  Lord  will   surely  add  His  in  the  South  African  Mission,  than  during 

blessings  to  the  efforts  of  any  local  mem-  any  year  of  its  history,  in  spite  of  the 

ber  who  spends  a  few  months  or  a  year  fact  that  some  of  the  faithful  tithe  payers 

or  two  in  active  missionary  labour.    Many  have  moved  out  of  the  Mission.     It  also 

members  with  meagre  incomes  are  blessed  has  been  the  greatest  year  in  prosperity 

to  keep  sons  on  missions.     Our  message  and  accomplishment  within  the  Mission's 

is  to  the  world.     The  labourers  are  few  history. 

in  proportion  to  the  task.     Those  who  feel  Those  who  paid  tithes  in  1929  are  to 

themselves  impelled  to  a  period  of  regular  be  congratulated  and  commended.      The 

missionary  service  could  well  address  their  Ijovd  will  judge  and  bless  and  reward  them 

district  or  mission  president.     Some  of  according  to  their  faithfulness.     He  will 

Zion's  greatest  leaders  were  local  mission-  also  judge  those  who  forgot  Him. 

aries  before  leaving  their  native  lands.  The  tithing  books  of  the  Mission  are 

Here,  then,  are  some  opportunities  for  closed   for    1929.      The   names   of   every 

members  to  help  spread  the  truth  of  the  member  of  this  Mission  were  put  on  them. 

Restored  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ :  Live  the  At   the   side   of   each   name   was    noted 

Gospel;   encourage   the   regular  mission-  whether  the  person  was  a  full,  part  or 

aries  to  obey  all   mission  requirements;  non-tithe  payer.     The  books  will  be  sent 

engage  in  tracting;  bring  friends  to  our  to  Salt  Lake  City  and  will  become  part 

meetings;  and  seek  to  provide  means  and  of  the  permanent  records  of  the  Church. 
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Each  member's  name  will  be  on  record 
as  the  Church  keeps  a  yearly  account  of 
its  members. 

When  a  person  pays  tithing,  he  learns 
how  to  live  with  less  and  when  he  earns 
more  he  already  knows  how  to  live  on 
less,  and  therefore  he  has  a  surplus  to 
set  aside  for  savings.  The  savings  accumu- 
late and  soon  he  becomes  independent. 
He  really  helps  the  Lord  to  help  him. 
Oftimes  the  spiritual  benefit  one  derives 
from  one's  consciousness  of  having  done 
as  the  Lord  desires,  is  the  greatest  blessing 
to  one. 

The  South  African  Mission  has  never 
paid  its  own  way.  Most  of  the  members 
have  been  satisfied  to  sit  by  and  let  the 
saints  in  Zion  pay  their  tithes  and  have 
the  general  authorities  send  out  tithing 
money  of  the  saints  of  Zion  to  pay  for 
the  hall  rent,  light  and  water,  equipment, 
etc.,  used  by  the  saints  of  this  Mission 
and  also  for  alms  for  the  poor. 

There  have  been  and  are  a  good  number 
of  faithful  souls  of  this  Mission,  however, 
who  have  done  their  part  as  faithfully  as 
any  saint  in  Zion.  But  one-tenth  of  their 
incomes  is  not  sufficient  to  off-set  the 
expenditures  of  the  Mission. 

Whenever  an  elder  fulfills  an  honour- 
able mission  to  any  part  of  the  earth  and 
is  released,  his  passage  homeward  is  paid 
out  of  the  tithes  of  the  Church.  He 
previously  has  paid  his  passage  to  his 
field  of  labour.  A  great  expense  is 
incurred  to  pay  the  return  fares  of  mis- 
sionaries from  South  Africa  to  Zion. 
Perhaps  that  is  the  reason  we  have  so 
few  missionaries  here. 

Perhaps,  if  the  members  of  this  Mission 
would  be  faithful  in  paying  tithing,  the 
general  authorities  would  feel  justified  in 
sending  more  missionaries  down  here,  or 
permit  the  Mission  President  to  use  some 
of  the  tithing  money  to  erect  a  chapel  in 
each  branch. 

It  is  very  certain  that  most  of  the 
members  of  the  Church  in  South  Africa 
have  not  paid  an  honest  tithing.  It  is 
also  very  certain  that  they  are  not  the 
kind  of  people  who  will   sit  idly  by  and 


expect  others  to  foot  their  bills  for  them, 
when  they  really  understand  that  that  is 
the  thing  they  have  heretofore  been  doing. 
Since  the  Lord  will  judge  and  reward, 
no  doubt  the  ones  who  pay  their  tithes 
will  be  the  ones  eventually  rewarded,  and 
the  ones  who  enjoy  the  "  warmth  of 
another's  fire,  without  adding  to  the 
flame,"  will  be  the  ones  who  will  have 
coals  of  fire  heaped  on  their  heads  for 
their  seeming  secret  disregard  of  the  will 
of  the  Lord. 

The  first  month  of  the  year  is  the  time 
to  start  paying  tithing.  When  one  has 
the  money  is  the  time  one  can  pay.  Do 
not  wait  until  the  end  of  the  year,  or  when 
you  have  no  money,  to  think  about  the 
Lord's  tenth.  Pay  when  you  get  your 
money. 

The  debt  to  the  Lord  is  the  first  debt 
that  should  be  paid.  He  gives  us  all  we 
have  and  only  expects  one-tenth  back. 
Tithing,  or,  our  debt  to  the  Lord,  is  a 
true  principle.  The  Bible  is  loaded  with 
the  Lord's  words  on  the  matter.  Resolve 
to  pay  your  tithes  and  offerings  the  first 
thing  after  you  get  your  money.  Then 
there  will  be  plenty  for  the  poor;  better 
halls  for  worship  can  be  rented;  more 
missionaries  will  come  to  us;  new  chapels 
can  be  erected  and  maintained;  more 
temples  for  work  for  the  living  and  dead 
kindred  can  be  built  and  maintained  and 
the  gospel  will  go  to  the  ends  of  South 
Africa  by  reason  of  a  faithful  people  as 
members  of  this  Mission. 

Saints,  for  the  benefit  and  blessing  of 
your  families,  friends  and  relatives  and 
members  of  the  Church,  talk  tithing. 
Encourage  all  to  pay  and  the  Lord  will 
bless  them.  He  is  bound  to  fulfill  his 
promises  if  we  do  the  thing  he  asks  of 
us. 

These  things  are  mentioned  in 
Cumorah's  Southern  Cross,  not  by  way 
of  criticism,  but  to  inform  the  members 
and  bring  to  their  minds  these  important 
matters.  Kindly  assist  the  journal  and 
carry  the  word  along. 

Read  Apostle  James  E.  Talmadge's 
article  on  the  Lord's  tenth,  herein. 
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EVERY  MEMBER  GET  A 
MEMBER  IN  1930. 


The  Mission  motto  for  this  year,  "Every 
Member  get  a  Member,  in  1930/'  has  a 
significant  meaning.  The  100th  anniver- 
sary of  the  organisation  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  is 
to  be  celebrated  during  the  full  year  1930 
by  the  Church  in  general  and  particularly 
in  missions  and  branches. 

The  Church  was  organised  on  the  6th 
of  April,  1830,  in  the  home  of  Peter 
Whitmer,  Sr.,  at  Fayette,  New  York. 
After  prayer  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
asked  those  present  if  they  were  willing 
to  accept  him  and  Oliver  Cowdery  as 
teachers  and  to  organise  the  Church.  The 
vote  was  affirmative  and  unanimous. 
Then  the  Prophet  ordained  Oliver  Cow- 
dery an  elder,  whereupon  Oliver  ordained 
him  to  the  same  office.  They  had  already 
been  ordained  by  Peter,  James  and  John, 
but  the  Church  members  had  not  yet  had 
an  opportunity  to  sustain  them.  After 
the  ordination,  they  partook  of  the  Sacra- 
ment, and  then  they  confirmed  all  the 
members  present.  The  spirit  of  the  Lord 
fell  upon  all  the  little  group  of  saints. 
Some  prophesied ;  all  were  filled  with  joy. 
The  six  original  members  of  the  Church 
were:  Joseph  Smith,  Jr.,  Hyrum  Smith, 
Samuel  H.  Smith,  Oliver  Cowdery,  Peter 
Whitmer,  Jr.,  and  David  Whitmer,  and 
thus,  as  Elder  Orson  P.  Whitney  says, 
"  arose,  as  a  system,  what  the  world  terms 
Mormonism,  universally  regarded  as  the 
most  remarkable  religious  movement  of 
modern  times;  detested  and  denounced 
throughout  Christendom  as  a  dangerous 
and  soul-destroying  imposture,  but  revered 
and  defended  by  its  disciples  as  the  won- 
derful work  of  the  Almighty,  the  veritable 
'  marvellous  work  and  wonder '  foretold 
by  Isaiah  and  other  ancient  seers."  D.  & 
C.  Commentary,  page  155. 

With  persecution,  misrepresentation, 
slander,  reproach,  scorn  and  hatred  used 
as  weapons  against  its  growth,  the 
Church's  nearly  a  million  members  stand 
out  among  their  fellow  men  as  living  tes- 


timonies that  such  weapons  cannot  thwart 
the  Lord's  latter-day  work. 

If  the  thought  "  Every  Member  get  a 
Member"  had  held  true  in  1830,  the 
Church  to-day  no  doubt  would  have  been 
considerably  smaller.  But  those  staunch 
members,  in  great  adversity,  got  many 
members  each.  They  were  true  workers 
for  the  good  of  their  fellow  men. 

It  is  a  small  thing  to  ask  of  the  mem- 
bers of  The  South  African  Mission,  never- 
theless the  Mission  President  hereby 
requests  that  each  member  get  another 
person  to  join  the  Church  in  1930.  He 
believes  the  members  now  can  be  just  as 
staunch  and  loyal  and  faithful  as  the 
first  members  were. 

As  this  Mission  has  only  682  members 
and  is  small  in  number  and  great  distances 
divide  the  Branches  and  there  are  few 
elders  to  carry  on  the  work  among  saints, 
investigators  and  making  friends,  a  large 
burden  falls  on  the  shoulders  of  the  mem- 
bers, to  carry  on  the  work  of  spreading 
the  Gospel.  Also  since  the  year  1930  is 
to  be  celebrated  by  all  the  Church  for  the 
full  year,  every  member  getting  a  member 
in  1930  will  be  a  fitting  and  loyal  way 
for  each  member  of  the  Church  of  this 
Mission  to  celebrate  this  great  anniver- 
sary. We  can  do  it !  Members  come  on ! 
Now  is  the  time,  the  place  is  where  you 
are  !  Happiness !  Joy !  Do  it  and  your 
reward  is  sure ! 

The  elders  will  do  all  in  their  power 
to  help  us.  When  you  get  a  member,  that 
member  will  in  turn  help  you  get  another 
and  thus  it  will  not  be  hard  to  do.  Many 
hands  make  work  light.  Resolve  that  in 
1930  you  will  do  your  part  and  Every 
Member  will  get  a  Member.  The  Lord 
will  give  the  increase. 

President  Heber  J.  Grant  and  counsel- 
lors write  to  the  South  African  Mission 
President  the  following :  "  We  approve  of 
your  recommendation  in  utilising  the 
services  of  local  missionaries.  In  the  early 
days  there  were  thousands  of  brethren 
and  sisters,  particularly  in  the  old  coun- 
tries, who  served  as  local  missionaries, 
devoting  their  spare  time  to  this  important 
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work,  and  many  souls  were  brought  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  truth  and  accepted  the 
Gosnel  through  their  efforts." 

Members,  do  not  sit  under  the  shade 
tree  of  neglect,  with  the  Gospel  sickle 
rusting  by  your  side,  when  the  harvest 
is  ripe  and  needs  to  be  reaped,  or  the 
precious  grains  might  fall  to  the  ground 
and  be  lost  to  us. 

"  Behold  the  field  is  white  already  to 
harvest ;  therefore,  who  so  desireth  to  reap, 
let  him  thrust  in  his  sickle  with  his 
might,  and  reap  while  the  day  lasts,  that 
he  may  treasure  up  for  his  soul  everlasting 
salvation  in  the  kingdom  of  God.  Yea, 
whosoever  will  thrust  in  his  sickle  and 
reap,  the  same  is  called  of  God."  D.  & 
C,  Sec.  6 :  3-4. 

Every  reader  of  Cumorah's  Southern 
Cross  should  read  the  article  herein  by 
Apostle  John  A.  Widtsoe,  on  Members 
as  Missionaries. 

God  bless  you  all  and  may  "  Every 
Member  get  a  Member,  in  1930,"  is  the 
humble  desire  of  your  gospel  brother. 

DON  MACK  DALTON, 

Mission  President. 


A  BABY  SONG. 


By  A.  Ira  Cox. 


HOLIDAY  GREETINGS. 


Just  a  word  or  two  from   Everybody — 

Saints,  Friends  and  Missionaries — 

to  Everybody  Else : 

"  May  happiness,  love  and  joy  un- 
abounded  be  yours  for  the  coming  year, 
and  may  its  close  find  you  richer  in  pur- 
pose, progress,  ideals  and  achievements, 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  whole  world 
has  been  made  better  by  our  Saviour, 
Jesus  Christ." 


Hear  again  that  sweet  old  story 

Of  a  clear  and  holy  night 
When  the  angels  sang  in  glory; 

And  a  new  star  beaming  bright 
Made  a  pathway  for  a  baby 

Out  of  golden  gleams  of  light. 

Startled  shepherds  heard  the  singing, 
Clear  as  bells  at  Christmas  ring 

Sacred  strains  from  Heaven  bringing 
Tidings  of  a  new-born  King. 

Oh !  What  tribute  for  a  baby, 
Who  is  such  a  little  thing! 

Wise  men   wondered  when  they  sighted 
Radiant  rays  upon  the  earth, 

From  a  star  prepared  and  lighted 
To  proclaim  a  baby's  birth. 

And   to   show   with   light  from   Heaven 
What  a  tiny  babe  is  worth. 

But  the  world,  in  sin  dejected, 
Never  heard   the   Angel  song, 

And  the  light  was  unreflected 

By  the  souls  submerged  in  wrong; 

Jesus  came  unsung,  unheeded 

By  the  blind  and  groping  throng. 

Even  we,  in  sin  and  sorrow, 
lightly  heed  each  baby's  part, 

When  the  greatness  of  to-morrow 
Beats  divinely  in  its  heart. 

High  or  humble  be  its  mission, 
It  is  still  God's  work  of  art. 

Every  babe  is  not  a  Jesus; 

Every  star  is  not  so  bright; 
But   the   angels   sing  to  please  us, 

And  a  new  star  blooms  at  night 
For  each  child  that  comes  from  Heaven 

With  its  little  gleam  of  light. 

And  if  we  but  look  and  listen, 
We  may  hear  an  angel  strain, 

Or  a  new-made  star  may  glisten 
When  our  hope  is  on  the  wane — 

Babies  all  bring  light  from  Heaven, 
And  thev  do  not  come  in  vain. 
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WELL  DONE  THOU  GOOD  AND     FAITHFUL  SERVANTS. 


RAY  W.  ELLSWORTH. 


0.  LAYTON  ALLDREDGE. 


REX  C.  ELLSWORTH. 


Elders  0.  Layton  Alldredge,  Rex  C.  and 
Ray  W.  Ellsworth,  each  having  presided 
over  districts  in  The  South  African 
Mission,  have  been  released,  with  honour, 
from  active  missionary  labour,  to  return 
home  to  their  loved  ones.  After  two  and 
one-half  years  among  the  people  of  South 
Africa,  they  have  endeared  themselves  to 
the  hearts  of  all  who  know  them.  Fear- 
less, genial  and  kind  in  their  work ;  eager, 


willing  and  obedient  in  spirit;  trust- 
worthy, reliable  and  faithful  in  character 
and  clean  and  pure  in  thought  and 
reputation,  these  Christian  gentlemen  have 
sown  many  seeds  to  be  reaped  in  the 
garner  of  the  Master.  The  members  of 
the  Mission  join  in  love  and  blessing  to 
them  and  wish  them  well  in  their  travels 
over  land  and  sea  and  much  success  and 
happiness  in  their  labours  at  home  in 
Zion. 


MOTOR  CYCLE  MISSIONARIES. 


Many  have  read  of  Balaam  and  his  ass, 
Jonah  and  the  whale,  and  Noah  and  his 
ark,  but  relatively  few  know  of  the  exploits 
of  Latter-day  Saint  missionaries  in  South 
Africa  on  their  motor  cycles. 

A  1,500-mile  trip  through  the  heart  of 
South  Africa,  hitting  some  of  the  most 
beautiful,  as  well  as  some  of  the  most 
deserted  spots  of  the  continent,  was  made 
by  Elders  Bertram  C.  Cutforth,  of 
Moreland,  Idaho,  and  A.  Kay  Berry,  of 
Phoenix,  Arizona,  November  13  to  28, 
in  trekking  from  Johannesburg  to  Cape 
Town  to  attend  annual  Conference  and 
Convention. 


Not  the  least  interesting  feature  of  the 
trip  was  that  they  travelled  without 
money,  but  with  willing  hearts  and  a  store 
of  Books  of  Mormon,  which  they  disposed 
of  at  cost,  using  the  money  to  buy  oil 
and  petrol. 

They  encountered  some  roads  so  rough 
and  gates  so  numerous  that  they  could 
make  but  a  few  miles  a  day;  other  high- 
ways were  good.  One  night  they  slept  on 
the  floor  of  the  house  of  some  coloured 
people,  the  next,  in  a  feather  bed  in  a 
Senator's  home,  and  on  other  occasions 
were  so  far  from  habitations  that  they 
slept  on  the  karoo.  They  experienced  no 
difficulties  with  wild  animals.  The  route 
was  from  Johannesburg  to  Kimberley  and 
Rloemfontein.  thence  across  the  karoo  to 
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Knysna  and  via  the  Garden  Route  and 
Mossel  Bay  to  Cape  Town. 

Elder  Herman  J.  Smith,  of  Draper, 
Utah,  and  Elder  Berry  are  now  journey- 
ing to  Johannesburg  by  motor  cycle, 
visiting  saints  and  friends  in  Port 
Elizabeth,  East  London  and  Durban  on 
the  way. 

The  people  are  generous  and  hospitable, 
the  elders  report,  and  that  despite  fatigue, 
peeled  noses  and  torn  trousers,  the  ex- 
perience of  roaring  through  the  country 
mounted  on  their  modern  but  somewhat 
noisy  steeds  to  preach  the  Gospel  is  well 
worth  while. 


MISSION  NEWS. 


Cape   District. 

"  Cumorah,"  Main  and  Grove  Roads,  Mow- 
bray :  Elder  Clarence  S.  Barker,  District 
Clerk. 

Elder's  Convention,  consisting  of  fifteen 
days'  sessions  crammed  full  of  reports, 
tracting,  profitable  discussions  and  instruc- 
tions, with  a  few  hours  off  for  recreation, 
seeing  Table  Mountain  and  going  around 
Cape  Point,  was  held  at  "  Cumorah," 
November  30  to  December  15. 

It  was  the  last  Convention  of  their 
mission  for  Elders  0.  Layton  Alldredge, 
Rex  C.  and  Ray  Wm.  Ellsworth,  District 
Presidents  of  Transvaal,  Natal  and  Cape 
Districts,  respectively,  who  are  now  re- 
leased and  on  their  way  home — and  the 
first  experience  as  missionaries  for  Elders 
Robert  J.  Evans,  of  Lehi,  Utah,  and  Ken- 
neth Y.  Stringham,  of  Vernal,  Utah,  who 
arrived  in  Cape  Town  via  the  R.M.S. 
"  Balmoral  Castle,"  December  2 — and  for 
Elder  Kenneth  Sutherland,  who  received 
his  call,  December  16,  and  was  ordained 
an  elder  the  following  day  by  Elder  Ray 
Wm.  Ellsworth,  and  set  apart  by  Mission 
President  Don  Mack  Dalton  as  a  mis- 
sionary to  the  South  African  Mission. 

The  Relief  Society  Bazaar,  held  Wed- 
nesday, December  4,  proved  a  welcome 
diversion  from  Convention,  also  profitable 
and  interesting  to  the  Branch  in  general. 


General  Conference  was  held  December 
7  and  8,  Priesthood  meeting  on  Saturday 
evening,  and  Sunday  School  Conference 
and  two  sessions  of  General  Conference 
the  following  day.  Speakers  at  the  last 
two  sessions  were  Mission  President 
Dalton,  the  Branch  Presidency,  all  Dis- 
trict Presidents  and  other  elders. 

On  Thursday  evening,  December  12,  a 
Thanksgiving  Day  dinner  was  enjoyed  at 
"  Cumorah,"  in  course  of  which  U.S. 
Consul-General  Ralph  J.  Totan  and 
his  mother  and  U.S.  Consul  Cross 
and  wife,  who  were  guests,  paid 
tribute  to  the  "  Mormon "  mission- 
aries in  South  Africa  as  being  of  the 
highest  type  of  Americans  and  causing  less 
trouble  to  them  than  any  other  Americans 
in  South  Africa. 

A  farewell  social,  honouring  Elder  Ray 
Wm.  Ellsworth,  Cape  District  President, 
was  held  Wednesday  evening,  December 
18.  He  embarked  the  next  day  on  the 
s.s.  "  Watussi "  for  Southampton,  plan- 
ning to  visit  Paris  and  part  of  England 
on  his  homeward  journey. 

Sister  Alice  Higley,  of  Salt  Lake  City, 
arrived  in  Cape  Town,  December  2,  with 
Elders  Evans  and  Stringham,  while  en 
route  to  visit  her  daughter  and  son-in-law, 
Mr.   and  Sister  Neetling,  in  Pretoria. 

There  have  been  20  baptisms  and  8 
blessings  in  Cape  District  during  the 
past  year. 

Elder   Clarence   S.   Barker, 
District   Clerk. 


Transvaal  District. 

No.  395,  Commissioner  Street,  Johannesburg : 
Elder  Bertram  C.  Cutforth,  District 
President. 

Beginning  their  eventful  trek  across 
karoo  and  garden,  recorded  elsewhere  in 
this  issue.  Elders  Bertram  C.  Cutforth 
and  A.  Kay  Berry  left  Johannesburg  for 
Cape  Town,  November  13. 

The  year's  work  of  the  Relief  Society 
and  Mutual  in  Johannesburg  was  con- 
summated during  the  past  month,  with 
highly  favourable  records.     The  bazaar, 
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closing  function  of  the  Relief  Society, 
netted  over  £27,  practically  every  article 
on  hand  being  disposed  of.  The  auxili- 
aries plan  to  re-open  in  the  first  week 
of  February. 

Honouring  District  President  0. 
Layton  Alldredge  and  Elder  Rex  C. 
Ellsworth,  President  of  Natal  District, 
who  has  been  labouring  for  the  past  few 
months  in  Johannesburg,  a  farewell  social 
was  held  at  "  Ramah,"  November  22.  The 
two  elders  left  for  Cape  Town  the  fol- 
lowing week  to  attend  Convention,  after 
which  they  returned  to  Johannesburg  for 
a  short  stay  before  embarking  on  their 
homeward  journey  at  Lourenco  Marques, 
December  29. 

Brother  Vincent  Ganter  was  baptised 
by  Elder  0.  Layton  Alldredge  and  con- 
firmed by  Elder  Rex  C.  Ellsworth  on 
November  21.  .  This  was  the  twenty-first 
baptism  of  the  year  in  Transvaal  District, 
seventeen  of  the  new  members  being 
converts. 

Elder  Kenneth  Y.  Stringham,  wh^ 
arrived  from  America,  December  2,  has 
been  assigned  to  labour  in  Johannesburg. 
Elders  A.  Kay  Berry  and  Herman  J. 
Smith  plan  to  rejoin  Elder  Bertram  C. 
Cutforth,  who  succeeds  Elder  0.  Layton 
Alldredge  as  Transvaal  District  President, 
and  Elder  Stringham  in  Johannesburg, 
probably  in  the  latter  part  of  January, 
making  a  total  of  four  elders  assigned  to 
this  district. 

Elder  A.  Kay  Berry, 
District  Clerk. 


Port  Elizabeth. 

No.  23,  Chapel  Street,  Port  Elizabeth :  Elder 
Clare  B.  Christensen,  District  President. 

The  year  1929  was  the  biggest  in  history 
for  the  Port  Elizabeth  District.  More 
baptisms  were  performed  than  in  any 
previous  year,  as  well  as  more  than  in 
any  other  district  in  the  South  African 
Mission  for  the  year  1929.  The  twenty- 
third  and  last  baptism  was  on  November 
16,  when  Brother  James  Liston  was  bap- 
tised   bv    District    President    Clare    B. 


Christensen.  Port  Elizabeth  tithing  re- 
ceipts more  than  doubled  any  other  year's, 
and  Book  of  Mormon  distribution  was 
four  times  as  great. 

Activities  were  left  under  the  direction 
of  Brother  R.  K.  F.  Doller  when  the  elders 
left  for  Convention,  November  27. 

Following  a  profitable  Convention, 
Elders  L.  Winslow  Hurst  (Port  Eliza- 
beth) and  District  President  George  C. 
Maw  and  Elder  Thomas  Y.  Wilson  (of 
East  London)  left  by  boat  for  Port 
Elizabeth,  arriving  December  19.  Elder 
Maw  will  remain  in  Port  Elizabeth  for 
several  weeks,  until  District  President 
Christensen  returns  from  Cape  Town. 

Sister  Verena  Humphries  has  been 
seriously  ill,  but  is  now  recovering  con- 
sistently; Sister  E.  Humphries  also  has 
been  ill. 

Elder  L.  Winslow  Hurst, 
District   Clerk. 


Kimberley-Bloemfontein  District. 

No.  34a,  Old  De  Beers  Road,  Kimberley ; 
69,  Krause  Street,  Bloemfontein :  Elder 
Bertram  J.  Glynn,  District  President. 

Games  were  played  and  refreshments 
served  at  an  enjoyable  social  held  in  the 
Kimberley  Mission  Hall,  Friday,  Novem- 
ber 22,  under  direction  of  the  M.I.A. 

District  President  Bertram  J.  Glynn 
reports  that  in  the  past  year  there  have 
been  eight  baptisms  and  five  blessings  in 
the  Kimberley-Bloemfontein  District. 

The  elders  left  Kimberley  November  29 
to  attend  Convention  in  Cape  Town. 
President  Glynn  returned  to  Kimberley 
December  19,  accompanied  by  Elder 
Robert  J.  Evans,  who  arrived  in  Cape 
Town  December  2  from  America,  and  is 
assigned  to  the  Kimberley-Bloemfontein 
District.  Elder  Herman  J.  Smith  is  en 
route  with  Elder  A.  Kay  Berry  to  Johan- 
nesburg. The  two  elders  are  travelling 
by  motor  cycle  and  plan  to  visit  Robert- 
son, Port  Elizabeth,  East  London,  and 
Durban. 

Elder  Herman  J.  Smith, 
District  Clerk. 
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Bloemfontein. 

A  •  picnic-hike  up  Naval  Hill  was 
enjoyed  by  the  Few  Testament  Sunday 
School  Class,  Saturday  afternoon,  Novem- 
ber 2.  Sister  Phyllis  Hubert  and  Brother 
Reuben  Penney  were  in  charge. 

About  40  saints  and  friends  attended 
a  Guy  Fawkes  party  held  November  5, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  M.I. A.,  featured 
by  a  fireworks  display  and  a  fancy  dress 
competition.  President  David  Deady  took 
the  men's  first  prize  as  "  Johnny  Walker  " 
and  Miss  Frances  Engelbrecht,  a  friend, 
won  the  ladies'  prize  as  a  "  chimney 
sweep."  The  prizes  in  the  Treasure  Hunt 
were  awarded  to  Brother  Harry  Spear  and 
Sister  Sylvia  Coleman.  The  latter  had  a 
bad  fall  from  the  pillion  seat  of  a  motor 
cycle,  November  19,  but  is  now  quite 
recovered. 

Elders  Cutforth  and  Berry  called  at 
Bloemfontein  November  19  on  their  way 
to  Cape  Town.  Both  motor  bikes  and 
elders  were  in  need  of  repairs. 

Brother  Sam  Greenberg  received  a 
happy  interruption  in  testimony  meeting. 
Sunday,  December  1,  when  word  came 
that  his  wife,  Sister  May  Greenberg,  had 
presented  him  with  a  baby  boy,  November 
30,  at  Germiston.  Mother  and  son  are 
doing  well. 

Sister  Phyllis  Hubert  left  for  Johan- 
nesburg November  30.  Many  of  the 
saints  saw  her  off  at  the  station,  while 
her  class  had  previously  given  her  a 
present  subscribed  for  in  pennies  and 
tickeys. 

News  of  the  death  of  her  father  at 
Bulawayo  on  November  22  has  been  re- 
ceived by  Sister  Florence  Greenberg. 

Clarence  B.  Spear, 
Branch   President. 


East  London, 

No.    95,    St.    George's    Road,    East   London : 
Elder  George  C.  Maw,  District  President. 

During  the  past  year  ten  persons  have 
been  baptised  and  five  children  blessed  in 


the  East  London  District.  Considerable 
work  has  been  done  in  King  William's 
Town,  where  many  investigators  have  been 
found. 

A  short  visit  to  Queenstown,  November 
12  to  14,  proved  profitable.  Three 
families  of  investigators  attended  a  cot- 
tage meeting  held  in  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Kozakiewicz.  Other  friends 
were  also  made. 

Funeral  services  for  Ruth  Toughey, 
infant  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E. 
Toughey,  who  died  of  pneumonia  the  day 
previous,  were  held  Saturday,  November 
16,  under  supervision  of  District  Presi- 
dent George  C.  Maw. 

Brothers  Charles  H.  and  B.  A.  T. 
Jubber  were  left  in  charge  of  the  East 
London  Branch  when  the  elders  left  for 
Convention,  November  25. 

Elder  Thomas  Y.  Wilson, 
District  Clerk. 


Natal   District. 

No.  6,  Mitchell  Road,  Durban :  Brothers 
Arthur  Fagan  and  Henry  J.  Trestrail 
in  charge. 

Elder  Bertram  C.  Cutforth,  formerly 
labouring  at  Durban,  is  now  District 
President  at  Johannesburg. 

Elders  Herman  J.  Smith  and  A.  Kay 
Berry,  who  are  travelling  from  Cape  Town 
to  Johannesburg  by  motor  cycle,  are  ex- 
pected in  Durban,  the  middle  of  January 
or  thereabouts.  They  will  visit  saints  and 
friends  and  hold  meetings  if  opportunity 
permits. 


Final  results  on  the  Book  of  Mormon 
Honour  Roll  for  the  year  1929  will  be 
announced  in  the  January  issue  of 
Cumorah's  Southern  Cross.  An  outline 
of  plans  for  the  year  1930  will  also  be 
given.  Begin  now  on  your  Saints'  Co- 
operative Missionary  work  for  the  New 
Year.  District  Presidents  are  requested 
to  have  final  reports  in  by  January  5. 


A.  E.  LINLEY  &  CO.,  Ssfi? 


Phone  157  Woodstock, 
Day  and  Night. 


Mowbray,  C.P. 


Something  to  make 
a  noise  about! 


Ask  for 


McKay's  Bread 

Phone  530  Woodstock. 
Factory  : 

Main  Road,     Mowbray. 

THE  Hardware  House 

HAMILTON  SI  DUNGAN, 

Main  Road,         Mowbray. 
Phone  531  Woodstock. 


GROCERIES  ?— Yes, 
and  FRESH  too  ! 


G.  White  &  Co., 

108,  Main  Road,  Mowbray,  C.P. 
Established  1885. 


Watch  for  the  announcement 
of  the 

Latest  Invention. 

Something  Useful  For  Every  Home. 


E.  SIMPSON  &  CO., 

MOWBRAY,  Cape  Province. 


MOWBRAY 
FISH   SUPPLY 

Phone  996  Woodstock. 
Fresh  and  Smoked  Fish  Daily. 


Remington 
Typewriter  Agency. 

Remington  Bldg.,  92-96,  St.  George's 
Street,  Box  644,   Phones  4772,  5299 

and  5300.  Tel  Add. :  "  Standard." 
Sole  agents  for  Remington  Standard 
Typewriter,  Remington  Portable 
Typewriter,  Remington  Rotary  Dupli- 
cator, "Art  Metal"  Filing  Cabinets, 
Ediphone  Dictating  Machine,  Inter- 
national Time  Recorders,  Gunn 
Sectional  Furniture,  Durand  Steel 
Lockers,  Stationery  &  Office  Supplies. 


&  '  ELRICO"  F« 

POULTRY  GRAINS  AND  MEALS. 


Household  Supplies  and  Sundries — 

CALDER  &  CO. 


Main  Road, 


(Manufacturers), 
Phone  31  and  258. 


Wynberg. 
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